
W&M ABC Project

An Immersive Experience in Cross-Cultural Study



What is the ABC Project?
The American-Bosnian Collaboration (ABC Project) 
is an dynamic learning experience in which 
selected students teach English and non-violent 
communication to Bosnian youth!

Originally founded in 1998, the group has 
expanded over the past nineteen years and now 
serves children of diverse backgrounds in the 
heart of Sarajevo! Over the course of four weeks 
in July, W&M students will gain firsthand knowledge 
of Bosnian society and the history of this 
“heart-shaped land”. 



Who Should Apply?

Everyone!  The ABC Project is not just for aspiring 
teachers, but for anyone with a passion for global affairs!  
Our group is built around the ideas of cultural immersion, 
cross-cultural communication, and inter-group dialogue! 



How does cultural immersion factor in?
The project is an amazing way to learn 
more about the Balkans. We believe 
that personal experience is the best 
way to teach cross-cultural 
communication, so we endeavor to 
make sure that all participants are able 
to see the best of what the country has 
to offer.



What about cross-cultural communication?

Cross-cultural communication is the 
focal point of the project, both in and out 
of the classroom.  By working with 
Bosnian co-teachers, the American 
participants are exposed to different 
cultures that challenge students to 
move beyond what is comfortable.



How is the classroom environment?

If you don’t speak Bosnian, don’t worry.  
All the children who participate in the 
program have a solid grasp of the 
English language and are eager to 
learn about you!  While it is structured 
as a teaching program, there are plenty 
of opportunities for fun with your kids!



What are the film and research positions?
On the application, the last two questions will ask if you want to be considered for the filming 
or research positions. Both are optional, but if you have experience, look into it applying for 
the specific role!

● The filmographer will shoot creative films for each of the groups and complete a 
program documentary that will be shown during the final ceremony. While they do not 
have a co-teacher, they will work collaboratively with all groups.

● The lead researcher will guide the academic process and work closely with both 
American and Bosnian project heads. They will manage data analysis and design a 
project report to be completed by the next school year. 



Should I be worried about living in Bosnia?
If you’ve never traveled abroad before, 
this can be a little daunting!  However, 
the project houses all participants with 
a host family that is committed to the 
project’s mission.  This means that 
you always have someone more than 
happy to help you figure your way 
around town.



Is fundraising a priority?
In a few words, yes! The Institute for the 
Theory and Practice of International 
Relations (ITPIR), the Office of 
Community Engagement (OCE), and 
other grants make it possible for 
students to travel without paying a 
massive cost! However, if funds fall 
short, students are expected to fundraise 
to fill the gap.



This is great! How do I apply?
Good news! The application is currently live on our website!

wmbosniaproject.wordpress.com

Due date for all materials is on October 20 by 5 pm. Send your completed 
application to our email, wmbosniaproject@gmail.com

If you have any questions, you can contact us at the email above or find us on 
Facebook, @TheWilliamandMaryABCProject!

mailto:wmbosniaproject@gmail.com

